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Meeting:
	BNG Board

	Date:
	Friday 13 July 2007

	Contact:
	Anne Mulroy

	Board Action:
	For Discussion

	Sensitivity:
	Public 


	Subject:

DIRECTOR’S REPORT



	
	Issues for this report are:-

	
	

	
	· Communities England
· CLG Business Plan 2008/11

· Audit Commission Report

· Strategic Risk Register

· Community Engagement Event

· Gateshead Strategic Site 

· Research Update

· Sustainable Development Commission Report

	
	

	1.
	COMMUNITIES ENGLAND

	
	

	
	The Government announced its proposal to set up Communities England (CE) in January 2007.  The consultation document, “Delivering Housing and Regeneration: Communities England and the future of social housing regulation”, now provides an opportunity to comment on CE’s roles and responsibilities and how it might operate.  

CE will combine the regeneration roles from English Partnerships (EP), the affordable housing investment from the Housing Corporation (HC) and key housing and regeneration roles from Communities and Local Government (CLG) including Housing Market Renewal (HMR).  The consultation paper also considers the Cave independent review and ‘rethink’ on the regulation of social housing and the creation of a single independent regulator.  

CE’s remit with regards to HMR would include advising and challenging sub-regional strategies, assessing funding proposals and advising the Secretary of State on allocation of resources and streamlining delivery arrangements.  Delivery of the strategies and funding would remain with the pathfinders/local authorities (in future through Multi-Area Agreements), drawing on support from CLG.  The importance of linking HMR to the economy is reiterated.  

Responses are required by 10 September 2007, before the next Board meeting on 21 September 2007.  The consultation paper however is closely linked to the Sub National Review on Economic Development, the results of which were not available in time for this Board meeting.  




It is therefore proposed that BNG’s response to the CE paper is considered at an Advisory Group meeting in early September if possible, or shared with Advisory Group members; their recommendations would feed into our response which would be agreed by the Chair and Director. 
	2.
	CLG BUSINESS PLAN 2008/11

	
	

	
	The letter from CLG attached as Appendix 1 details the process to be followed in the preparation for the Programme 2008/11.

	
	

	
	A small Business Plan Steering Group has been established across our Partnership and will meet on 23 July to begin the process.

	
	

	3.
	AUDIT COMMISSION REPORT

	
	

	
	Attached as an Information paper is the latest review from the Audit Commission.

	
	

	
	The report details the good progress made from the previous reviews of Walker Riverside and Sunderland Road and acknowledges the substantial completion of the seven recommendations in the Strategic Review Report last year.  The next review visit will be 22 October for 5 days.

	
	

	4.
	STRATEGIC RISK REGISTER

	
	

	
	The Strategic Risk Register has been reviewed and is attached as an appendix to this report. Comments on the risks and potential mitigations are shown in red italics. As part of the process of preparation of the Business Plan for submission to CLG in November a full detailed examination of these and potentially any additional strategic risks will be carried out over the summer months. Board members will be invited to participate in the review.

	
	

	5.
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENT

	
	

	
	Feedback will be given at the meeting on the event to be held in Gateshead on 12 July.

	
	

	6.
	GATESHEAD STRATEGIC SITE

	
	

	
	A full report is contained within the papers on progress on this site.  Gateshead Council will refer this to their Cabinet on 17 July for decision.

	
	

	7.
	RESEARCH UPDATE

	
	

	
	The research programme is progressing.

We have appointed Glen Bramley from Herriot-Watt University to carry out a challenging piece of work ‘Modelling future markets’, which will complete in late September 2007 and inform the 2008-2011 programme and Business Plan through assessing the effect of projected house price increases, vacancy, turnover and poverty rates in BNG strategic intervention areas; carrying out impact assessments of proposed/ongoing interventions for a range of scenarios; and producing a report that interprets the findings of the modelling and makes clear recommendations for interventions that will have the most impact on future housing markets in the BNG area. 

We are also developing a brief for research looking into ‘Value in Design’.  The aim of this work is to undertake a comprehensive analysis of the different elements within key design standards, establish their costs, the value placed on them by residents and other stakeholders as well as the impact they have on the environment etc.  
It is likely that we will commission the work with other Pathfinders and Places for People.  CABE and possibly the Home Builders Federation, English Partnerships/Housing Corporation will also be involved. 

Our Design Workstream will inform the brief before it is discussed with the Pathfinder Strategy leads at their next meeting on 20 July 2007. 




The Board’s views are sought on these key pieces of research.

	8.
	SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REPORT 

‘BUILDING HOUSES OR CREATING COMMUNITIES’

	
	

	
	This report recently published by the Sustainable Development Commission reviews Government progress against the Sustainable Communities Plan.  Part of the report is an in depth study of BNG and overall the report is favourable of BNG activity, particularly in relation to Community Engagement.  The report is available on the website www.sd-commission.org.uk 
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